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except for the consent of the governed which consent is often
forcibly procured by the despot." Immediately the subject
ceases to fear the despotic force, its power is gone.5^
Ordinarily it is the duty of the citizen to be law-abiding
even as it is the duty of the Government not to flout the wishes,
the interests and the moral sentiments of the people. But this
obedience to the Government must not be uncritical and
indiscriminate, for that is a sign of slavery. If the Government
rides roughshod over popular feelings, if its ways are immoral
and unjust, it becomes the right as well as the duty of the people
to non-co-operate with the Government. Says Gandhiji, ". . .it
is a right recognized from times immemorial of the subjects to
refuse to assist the ruler who misrules.1'57 What is true of
Governments also applies to other exploiting groups and
organizations.
When practised against a Government, "The primary
motive of non-co-operation is self-purification by withdrawing
co-operation from unrighteous and unrepentant Government.
The secondary object is to rid ourselves of the feeling of help-
lessness by being independent of all Government control or
supervision, i.e., to govern ourselves in all possible affairs; and,
in fulfilling both the objects to refrain from doing or promoting
injury, or any violence, to individual or property."58
This self-purification of satyagrahis means the growth of
tremendous moral strength which brings the Government to its
knees, compelling it to do justice. In case the Government
persists in its immoral ways and refuses all redress, non-co-
operation completely shatters the administrative machinery and
paralyzes the Government.
As the object makes it obvious, non-co-operation is not only
negative, it is not only a deliberate 'no' from the people to the
Government, it has also its positive side. Its external negative
success is in proportion to this inward positive growth, the
growth of co-operation among the people. This is why Gandhiji
lays such great stress on the political education of the masses.
But for their co-operation non-co-operation can neither be
thorough-going nor non-violent and in either case it will not be
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